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COLLINS RADIO 

By Bill Kelly 



According to the former 
chief counsel to the House Select 
Commitlee on Assassinations 
(HSCA), *1be principal impetus for 
the overwhelming support..estab> 
fishing the HSCA,... came from an- 
other sourcc-lbe ...Senate Select 
Committee on Gov. Operations 
with Respect to InteUigence 
Activibes. In this r epo r t, dated 
April, 1976, the Senate commitlee published revelations that 
raised in the minds of many, serious possibilities of govern- 
ment complicity in the assassination .** 

‘Two astonishing fi^rts had been developed by the 
Senate invesbgations.** the counsel notecT*-the CIA, as part of 
an assassination of foreign leaden (execubve action) pro- 
gram, bad enlisted the cooperabon of top underworld figures 
in the United Stales in an effort to assassinate Fidel Castro of 
Cuba. In addition, word of the CIA/Mifia plots had been 
withheld by the Agency from the Warren Commission.** 

In a sense, at least one member of the Warren 
Commission, former CIA director Allen Dulles, knew of the- 
plots to kill Castro but did not inform the other oonunission- 
en. Instead, he provided them all with a book about American 
assassins, and bow they are, historically, mentaDy deranged 
loners. 

The final re p ort of the HSCA concluded that, *4n the 
judgment of this committee, the CIA/Mafia plots, like the 
AM/LASH plots, should have been aggressively explored as 
part of the 1963-64 invesbgation.** 

Both the CIA/Mafia and AM/LASH plots to kill Castro 
were extensively evaluated by the Congressional committees, 
and the CIA eventually admitted to partaking in at least six 
different plots to kill Castro. 

But three res pected researchers. Gaeton Fonzi, Tnnothy 
Crouse and Paul Hoch, separately quesboned why the CIA 
would admit to its attempts to kill Castro with flashy shellfish 
toxins, exploding cigars and dart gun pens, yet fail to menbon 
the October. 1961 and the Novenober, 1971 plots involving 
Antonio Veciana. 

Yet another plot, the Rex raid of October 31, 1963, 
which is on the public record, is another example of the 
government's failure to afifiim secret operations to kill Castro 
that are directly entwined with the assassinabon of lYesident 
Kennedy. 



‘^Tke R€x episode first came to light on 
October 31, 1963 when Fidel Castro an- 
moHMced that a team of assassins were arrest^ 
ed on a beach in Cuba They had high pow- 
ered rtfles and other assassination weapons 
and confessed that the CIA had organized arm 
shipments to Cuban insurgents and had 
trained them to kiU Cuban leaders,^ 



The Rex episode first came to light on October 31, 1963 
when Fidel Castro snnouDced that a team of assassins were 
arrested on a beach in Cuba. They had high powered rifles 
and other assassinabon weapons and confessed that the CIA 
KaH organized arm shipments to Cuban insurgents and had 
trained them to kill Cuban leaders. 

According to Castro, Che men arrived in Cuba aboard 
two small motor launches, market with the name-Tbe Rex.** 
A New Yoik Tones reporter in Florida oonfirmed that the 
Rex. a ship docked at Palm Beach, Florida, was indeed miss- 
ing two of its launches. In was later written. **President 
Kennedy had expressed his great annoyance to the CIA at the 
fact that the Rex, one of the CIA's boats used in raids on 
Cuba, docked at Palm Beach while he was there on vacation.** 

This raid also took place against the clearly stated px>licy 
of the U.S. government that, iio raids against Cuba were to 
originate from U.S. shores.** The CIA even launched the Bay 
of Pigs invasion from bases in Nicaragua and Guatemala. 

The New York Tones published a photo of the Rex in its 
November 1, 1963 edition, and identified the 174 foot vessel 
as registered ont of Bluefiekb, Nicaragua, **but in fact operat- 
ing out of West Pafin Beach, Florida.** 

A decommissioned U.S. Navy subchaser.the Rex cap- 
tained by Aiejandro Brooks, was the flagship of the CIA's op- 
eration JM/WAVE fleet It was outfitted with searchlights, a 
crane for fifdng its speedboats aft, elaborate electromc gear 
amidships, and had an axieoal that consisted of two 4€mm 
cannon, a 57caL recoiless rifle, two 20 mm cannon and two 
50 caliber machine guns. 

The Belcher Oil Company of Miami, had bought the 
Rex frxnn Paragon, a company then owned by Luis Somoza of 
Nicaragua. The New York Times reported that, **dockage fior 
the ship was said to be paid by Sea Shipping Co. from a post 
office box.** 

In November, 1963, the ship was being leased to the 
Interoabonal Division of the Collins Radio Company of 
Richardson, Texas, to be used for possible ELENT (electronic 
intelligeocc) gathering acbvity. 

What is sigmficant about the Rex and its mission to de- 
posit assassins in Cuba on November 1. 1963, is that Lee 
Harvey Oswald, the accused assassin of President Kennedy, 
once visited the home of retired Admiral Chester Brouton, 
then an executive of Collins Radio, the company that leased 
the Rex. So someone associated with accused assassin of JFK 
worked for a company that was actively engaged in an assas- 
sinatioo attempt against Castro just three weeks before the 
Presidem was shot. 

Oswald's asBociatian with Brouton if cited in a HSCA 
report, specifically in the document **I'm A Palsy", written by 
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George DeMohreoiduldt, who knew BiduIod penooally aod 
look Oswaid and hii wife to Broulon’t home m suburban 
Dallas where they had lunch and sat by the pool. 

Broutoo s positioo with Collins is also mentioDed in 
The Secret Life cf Lee Harvey Oswald by Edward J. 
Epstein, but the Rex inddcDt is ignored by the HSCA as well 
as by Epstein. 

Although the asaociatioiis between Oswald and Broutoo. 
Brouton and Collins and Collins and the Rex should have 
been enough fio warrant an investigation of the coqxnate 
stnicture of Collins Radio Inc. yet another Collins Radio em- 
ployee WM investigated immediately after the murder of 
Dallas policeman JD. Tlppit on November 22, 1963. 

Tipint was killed in the Oak Cliir section of Dallas with- 
in an hour of the President's death and his murder was also at- 
tributed to the President's alleged assassin, Lee Harvey 
Oswald. The 5nal report of the HSCA claims thaL..'Ue 
committee's investigation uncovered no direct evidence of a 
lelationshp between Oswald and Tippit, nor did it attribute 
any activity or association to Officer Tippit that could be 
deemed suspicious...** 

But the item s listed under the Committee's rqxvt 
Section 11, Vohane XU -Oswald-Tippit Associates, are indeed 
BuspkM>U8. This is a serious discr^ancy between the 
conclusions of the HSCA and the evidence it developed and 

published as part of the public record. 

As former Warren Commission counsel David Belin pot 
^ Tipp>* murder is the Rosetta Stone of the Kennedy 
Assassinatiflo, ** and although he meant it to convict Oswald 
as the lone assassin, it may assist in the unraveling of the co- 
vert conqaracy. 

Under Section XI -Austin's Barbecue, it is revealed 
besides being a DaUas patrolman. Tippit also held a job 
moonlighting as a bouncer at Austin’s Drive-In restaurant. 
The owner of Austin's was a partner with Bert Bowman, who 
owed money to and Uved with Kaipb Paul, Jack Ruby's finan- 
cial backer. 

Ruby also owed money lo Paul-an estimated $15,CXX), 
and the S3.000 Ruby had with him when be shot Oswald was 
reportedly Paul’s cash. Although Ruby might not have known 
office Tippil, both men worked for the same Bowman/Paul 
ocmbine. 

Both Oswald and Tippit also frequented the 
Dobb's House restaurant in Oak Cliff, and both sat at the 
counter for breakfut together on the morning of the day be- 
fore the assassinatioo. Although they weren't seen conversing 
together. Oswald complained loudly about his eggs being too 
well done, and the waitress said that Tmpit "shot him a 
glance,** 

The HSCA reports also show that shortly after Tppit's 
murder. Oswald was seen sitting in a parked car that belonged 
to Tile's best friend, Carl Mather, who worked for Collins 
Radio. 

Listed in the HSC remits as *The Wise ADegation, Ire- 
cause it originated with former Dallas newsman and mayor 
Wes Wise, the report reads Wise**... had received informadon 
that a car near the scene of the Tippit shooting was traced to 
Carl Mather, a close friend of Tippit’s... A mechanic who 
worked across the street had observed a car in the parking lot 
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of the El Chico Restaurant on the afternoon of November 22, 
after radio reports were being broadcast about the shooting in 
Dcaly Plaza. The mechanic told Wise that after the assassina- 
tion there were sirens blaring and police cars all over the area 
near the garage. 

He noticed, ** the report continties, **a mm sitting in an 
irregularly parked car in the restaurant parking lot: the car was 
slightly hidden by a billboard. The mao in the car igipeared to 
be hiding, all of the circumstances seemed so suspicious that 
the mechanic went across the street to get a better look.** 

‘'When the mechanic saw news accounts of the assassi- 
nation on televisbn, he saw Lee Harvey Oswald and recog- 
nized him as being the man be had seen in the car that after- 
noon.** 

So 00 the afternoon of JFK's murder, the accused assas- 
sin, Lee Oswald is seen sitting in a car belonging to a close 
friend of E>allas policeman JJD. T^t, who Oswald is also 
accused of killing. That friend. Carl Mather, worked for 
Collins Radio, a company that was actively engaged in at 
least one pbt to assassinate Fidel Castro three weeks before. 

According to Professor Peter Dale Scott, the Rex mis- 
lioD of November 1, 1963 was sponsored by the anti-Castro 
Cuban group Imown as the MDC-the Movement Dcmocrato 
Chnstiano. which also ran a commando training near 
Lake Poochartrain in Louisiana that Oswald tried to infiltrate. 
The FBI bad raided that camp, made some arrests and stirred 
If) some publicity. 

Scott also says that the Rex mission may have inrb>4 f yi 
Watergate burglar Rolando Martinez. 

Like many other unsolved mysteries surrounding the 
Kennedy assassination, the secret mission of the Rex is yet to 
be fully explained. 



WSUoM KeOy Jr, Co-Fowder of the Committee for «i 
Open Archhea. P.O. Box 6008, Wasfaii^ aC 200054708. 
ffii reaearch on the aaaasdnation of President Kouedy k tup- 
ported by i gnot trm the Fund For Constitutkiiml 
Government, Investigative Jouraaifan Project. 
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JFK ASSASSmATION 
ITEMS 

BOOKS AND AUDIO TAPES 
(Bp# mews corerage, witnesses 
A rel^eJ items). 

BUDDY COUSINS 
100 RANDOLPH CIRCLE 
ASHLAND. VAZMOftS 
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